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Punjab Government or weakness to the Government of India which
sanctioned the action of the Punjab Government, Both knew that
I was proceeding on a mission of peace and both ought to have
known that the arrest of the two doctors and myself was bound
to incense a mob that had already become infuriated at the actions
of the authorities at Delhi and Amritsar, But for these blunders,
you will believe me, the awful acts of the mob would never have
occurred* The fury of Ahmedabad was more personal than other-
wise* The people could not tolerate my arrest and the rumoured
arrest of Anasuyabehn*

I have however taken my due share of responsibility for the
criminal misdeeds of the people. But I remain unrepentant about
my creed or its preaching. Disobedience of some sort is the right
and duty of human beings when they see a wrong and are otherwise
unable to right it* In the vast majority of cases, they resort to cri-
minal disobedience* This I think is wrong in every case* I have
attempted unceasingly for the last 12 years with more or less
success to replace criminal by civil disobedience as a method for
securing reform* And had the doctrine sufficiently permeated the
masses, there would have been no violence from the people in any
event whatsoever. It is the advent of satyagraha which localized
the disturbances and which has been such a powerful aid on the
side of law and order,

I beg to assure you that there will be no peace in India until
Rowlatt legislation is repealed and Mahomedan sentiment is satis-
fied, I venture to suggest too that the inquiry contemplated by you
should include revision of sentences passed by the Martial Law
Tribunal in the Punjab,

This retention of Rowlatt legislation in the teeth of universal
opposition is an affront to the nation* Its repeal is necessary to
appease national honour* Conciliation of the Mahomedans is
necessary to appease their religious sentiment. The reforms will
fall fiat if they are not accompanied or preceded by an announce-
ment on these two points*

In conclusion, may I congratulate you on your great and
generous speech on the second reading of the Reforms Bill ? It will,
I know, be hailed with acclamation throughout India* I hope the
Bill and the regulations mil come up to the standard of your speech*
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